Abstract-The study investigates adoption of improved Cassava varieties by women in Akinleye Local
INTRODUCTION
Cassava (Manihot Esculenta), also called yucca, Mogo, or man ioc, is a woody shrub of the euphorbiaceous (spurge family) native to south America.(A kin wonmi and Andoh, 2013). It is extensively cultivated as an annual crop in tropical and sub-tropical regions.
The oldest direct evidence of Cassava comes fro m a 1,400 years old Maya site Joya de cern, in Elsalvador (Stone, 2002) . World population of Cassava root was estimated to 184 million tons in 2002, rising to 230 million tons in 2008 (FAO, 2008) . The majority of the production in 2002 was in Africa where 99.1 million tons were grown, 51.5 million were given in Asia and 33.2 million tons in Latin America and Caribbean. Nigeria is world largest producer of Cassava. however, based on the statistics fro m the FA O of the United Nations, Thailand is the largest exporting country of dried Cassava, with a total of 77% of world export in 2005 (Berrin and museum 2007) . Cassava plays a particular important role in agricu lture in developing countries especially in sub-Sahara Africa because it does well on poor soils and with low rainfall, and because it is a perennial that can be harvested without allowing it to act as a famine reserve, and it also offers flexibility of resource-poor farmers because it serves as either a subsistence or a cash crop (Stone, 2002) . In Nigeria, Women farmers are into agriculture and most especially cassava farming starting from planting to harvesting, processing and production. Our wo men farmers are illiterate using crude tools for subsistence agriculture and old methods of planting, these are the prevailing conditions under which Cassava is planted in Nigeria, and processed as Garri (Berrin and museum, 2007) . For success to be recorded in the area of cassava , there is need to carry wo men along in the adoption of improved cassava varieties, Although, Nigeria has released so many improved Cassava varieties that will boost production and keep the country in the lead of world's largest producer of the root crop. The varieties, which are products of about a decade old convectional breeding research include, NRO1/0004, CR41 -10TM S01/0203 and TMS 00/ 0240 were bred by scientist working at Ibadan-based International Institution of Tropical Agricu lture (IITA), while NR 01/0004 and CR 41 -10 were bred by Umud ike -based National Root Crops Research Institute (NRCRI) and the Colu mbian-based International Centered fo r Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) respectively (Akoroda and Teri, 2004) . The input and effort of wo men in Cassava production is the major reason for the imp rovement in the production of the crop in the country. The hard labour of wo men which contributed to the general acceptability of the crop in the area of domestic uses and industrialization usage are the main reason of our rating in the world as the one of the major producer of the crop in the world. Against this background, the study ascertained adoption of improved cassava varieties by the women farmers in Akinyele local Govern ment of Oyo State.TMS01/0203 and TMS 00/ 0240 were bred by scientist working at Ibadan-based International Institution of Tropical Agriculture (IITA), while NR 01/0004 and CR 41-10 were b red by Umudikebased National Root Crops Research Institute (NRCRI) and the Colu mbian-based International Centered for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) respectively (Akoroda and Teri, 2004) . The input and effort of wo men in Cassava production is the major reason for the imp rovement in the production of the crop in the country. The hard labour of wo men which contributed to the general acceptability of the crop in the area of domestic uses and industrialization usage are the main reason of our rating in the world as the one of the major producer of the crop in the world. Against this background, the study ascertained adoption of improved cassava varieties by the women farmers in Akinyele local Government of Oyo State.
II. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION Socio-Economic Characteristics of Respondents
The findings revealed that 10.9% of therespondents are less than 30 years and above 60years respectively. 29.3% of the respondents falls between the age of 31-40 years and 26.1% between 41-50 years and followed by 22.7% of respondents between 51-60-years. Th is imp lies that that the probability of wo men participating in farm work depreciates with age . Table 1 , further shows that majority of the respondents were married (88%) while just 6.5% were single. This shows that majority are mature which confer responsibility. Th is is in line with Pratt (2004) finding who reported that married people tend to be responsible for the needs of their family at all t imes . It was further revealed that respondents with primary school certificate (42.4%) were much involved in cassava farming fro m the result obtained. 28.3% of them have no formal education while 7.6% added Adult literary school. Secondary or Modern school certificate recorded 12% wh ile 9.8% o f them had tertiary certificate. Th is implies that the level of education of the respondents can be attributed to lackadaisical alt itude of the wo men to adoption of improved cassava varieties in the study area. Also, It was revealed that 62% of the respondents were using between 1-5 hectares of land for cassava activities, 8.7% of the respondents used between 10-15 hectares of the land while 12.0% of the respondents are using 15-20 hectares of the land for their farming activities. This imp lies that level of adoption will be lo w as a result of fewer people with large hectares of land , with small land these set of farmers will adopt innovations earlier.
It was also revealed that 34.8% of the respondents hired labourer to assist them of their farm while 25.0% used family as sources of labour. Most (38.0%) of respondents make use of family member co mbined with hired labourer on their farm. This imp lies that respondents practice hire and family labour in order to reduce their cost of input in other to maximized profit in Cassava planting. Level of Adoption by the Respondents Table 3 revealed that majority (37.5%) of the respondents were late adopters. This implies that the majo rity of the respondents adopted improved varieties of cassava after outcome and feedback from early adopters.Laggers with23% fo llo wed the majority, the lagggers are the set of respondents who wait for a certain innovation to completely outdated. They adopted the improved varieties that are not been used by the majo rity in the study areas. It was observed fro m the Table that only 6.5% are innovators. This implies that that they accounted for lager farm land and are ready to take risk at any time. A lso from the study it was revealed that the innovators are the educated farmers in the study area. 
Problems of Cassava Farmers in Adopting Improved
Varieties . The Table 4 shows the problems of cassava farmers in cultivating new improved Cassava varieties. Fro m the Table  4 it is deduced that the respondents were indifference that new cassava varieties has extremely short live, 50% accept while 50 % reject. Also, it was accepted by majority (100%) thatthe roots deteriorate within hours of harvesting while majority !00% made it clear that information on improved cassava varieties are not been spread enough to the farmer. It was also revealed that 100% of the respondent accepts that there is insufficient land for cassava cultivation in commercial quantity. Also fro m the result of the analysis, 100.0% of the respondents accept that there is limited funding sources and epileptic power supply. 50.0% of the respondents accepts that there were no plans to absorb the excess quantity produced while 50.0% of the respondent reject. Respondent also encounter indebtedness to financial institution fro m wh ich they obtained loans to engag e in large scale Cassava farming 0.00% of the respondent face this problem wh ile 100.0% of the respondent did not encounter this problem. 
Hypotheses Test
There is no significant relat ionship between some selected socio-economic characteristics and adoption of imp roved cassava varieties. The test of relationship between selected personal characteristics of respondents and level of Adoption in CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION Fro m the Foregoing, It can be deduced that cassava farming unlike other food crops are main ly activity of married wo men who are most in their active age. Most of the farmers were into small scale farming which made up to be late adopters of cassava varieties. The Adoption of Improved cassava varieties was influenced by lack of agricultural input, inadequate informat ion on improved varieties and glut issues Finally , education plays important role in adoption of imp roved cassava varieties, Majority of the educated farmers are into adoption of improved cassava varieties more than uneducated ones in the study area. Recommendati on 1. More wo men should be encouraged to get involved in cassava production 2. State and local Govern ment should fully utilize the provisions of land use decree of 1978 for equitable allocation of land among progressive, for landstarved farmers. 3 .Effect ive supply of agricultural inputs, such as cassava or cultivars, fert lilizers, insectidides, through ADP at affordable prices, should be encouraged.
